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1. INTRODUCTION 

Young Regional School of Music has delivered a comprehensive range of music education and performance 

experiences across the 2019-2020 year. As a member of the Association of NSW Regional Conservatoriums, 

Young Regional School of Music receives funding from the NSW Department of Education via the Regional 

Conservatorium Grants Program. In 2019-2020, funding of approximately $400,000 contributed to the delivery 

of music education programs, concerts and masterclasses, as well as the administrative management of the 

school. This funding also assisted with costs associated with the school’s insurances, utilities and maintenance. 

This funding is vital to the operations of Young Regional School of Music, and the school is grateful not only 

for the funding, but also for the ongoing positive relationship with the Department of Education as we work 

together to bring music education to regional communities across the state. 

2. MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

Studio programs 

In 2019-2020, students of all ages and all stages of learning participated in a wide range of music education 

programs conducted by Young Regional School of Music. Individual tuition remains a key service area, with 

teachers travelling to government and non-government schools across the wider region as well as providing 

tuition at Noteworthy House and The Cottage. 

In extraordinary circumstances associated with the global COVID-19 pandemic, all tuition was suspended for 

the final two weeks of Term One, and all individual tuition conducted via digital video means across Term Two. 

During this time, the school’s teaching staff demonstrated remarkable professionalism and flexibility, and 

together with the resilience of our students, enabled high standards of tuition to continue. Although many 

students chose to discontinue tuition under these circumstances, affecting the school’s overall enrolment, at 

June 30, 2020, the following numbers of students were enrolled in individual lessons:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interestingly, enrolments have continued throughout the pandemic, with some students’ sole tuition 

experience being online. 

YRSM Orchestra, YRSM Stage Band, Flute Ensemble and Junior 

Brass Ensemble rehearsed until the COVID-19 lockdown 

restricted group teaching. Similarly, rehearsals for the musical 

theatre production of Madagascar which were underway, were 

suspended indefinitely.   

Group music-making will be reinstated as NSW Government 

Health advice allows. 

Instrument  Number of students 

Guitar  134 

Piano/Keyboard/Theory  119 

Percussion  56 

Woodwind  55 

Vocal  44 

Brass  24 

Strings 22 

Speech & Drama  10 

Music Therapy  2 

Total  466 
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School programs 

Young Regional School of Music delivered a range of music education programs in both government and non-

government schools in 2019-2020. Seventy-five percent of teaching staff were engaged in these school 

programs. Individual lessons were delivered at the following schools: 

Government schools Non-government schools 

Boorowa Central School St Anne’s Central School, Temora 

EA Southee Public School, Cootamundra St Joseph’s Primary School, Boorowa 

Jugiong Public School St Joseph’s Primary School, Grenfell 

Maimuru Public School St Mary’s Primary School, Young 

Monteagle Public School St Raphael’s Catholic School, Cowra 

Murringo Public School Trinity Catholic Primary School, Murrumburrah 

Murrumburrah Public School  

Murrumburrah High School  

Quandialla Central School  

Temora Public School   

Temora West Public School  

Wallendbeen Public School  

Young Public School  

Ensemble programs were delivered within the following schools, prior to the COVID-19 restrictions being 

introduced: 

Government schools  Non-government schools  

EA Southee Public School, 
Cootamundra 

Guitar ensemble St Joseph’s Primary School, 
Grenfell 

School choir 

Jugiong Public School School choir 
School band 

St Mary’s Primary School, 
Young 

School band 

Murrumburrah Public School School band 
School drum corps 

  

Stockinbingal Public School Ukulele group   

Temora Public School  School band   

Temora West Public School School band 
School drum corps 
School choir 
Recorder ensemble 

  

Wallendbeen Public School School drum corps   

Young Public School Junior school band 
Senior school band 

  

Young North Public School Guitar ensembles 
School drum corps 
Rock band 

  

Curricular (classroom) music programs were delivered at the following schools, prior to the COVID-19 

restrictions being introduced: 
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Government schools Non-government schools 

Boorowa Central School Elouera Special School, Cootamundra 

Bribbaree Public School St Anne’s Central School, Temora 

Maimuru Public School  

Monteagle Public School  

Murringo Public School  

Wallendbeen Public School  

Wombat Public School  

 

Five YRSM students from Murringo Public School performed 

as part of the massed choirs for the 2019 Schools Spectacular 

concerts held in Sydney. This was a wonderful experience for 

Sarah Miller, Sienna Wheeler, Heidi Hajsinger-Waru, Keeley 

Towne and Sofala Neville. Tutor Mark Corkery’s work with 

other students from Murringo Public School was also 

featured in a video clip screened as part of the 2019 Schools 

Spectacular, highlighting regional music education. Shown at 

all School Spectacular concerts, and televised on Channel 7, 

the clip gained valuable exposure for YRSM’s work. 

A highlight of YRSM’s teaching at Elouera Special School, Cootamundra, was the collaborative composition of 

a song called “Horsie” by the students with tutor, Emily Lysaght. The song was performed at the school’s end-

of-year presentation ceremony with new staff member Ingrid Owens, who replaced Emily in Term 4. 

Young Regional School of Music is fortunate to have qualified music teachers on staff, enabling the delivery of 

these valuable programs. 

Masterclasses and workshops 

As part of our Visiting Artist program, Masterclasses were offered by Bruce Mathiske (guitar) in 2019 and 

Andrew Hewitt (percussion) in 2020. These masterclasses were attended by 12 and 21 students respectively. 

Several YRSM tutors have been engaged in professional development with senior tutors, developing and 

consolidating teaching and performance skills on a range of instruments. 

Student achievements 

Thirty-one students presented for AMEB examinations in the 2019 sessions, with students achieving at the 

following levels: Satisfactory – 7 students; Credit – 15 students; Honours – 9 students. 

Scholarship auditions were held in November, with Damien Johnson, a cellist and former CEO of South West 

Music, Deniliquin, adjudicating. The following students were awarded scholarships for 2020: 

Student Instrument Scholarship 

Amanda Isbester Piano Young Arts and Crafts 

Thomas Grainger Clarinet YRSM 

Sarah Miller Piano YRSM 

Tennyson Neville Voice YRSM 

Lara Noyes Saxophone YRSM 

Charlie Tuckfield Piano YRSM 
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Current scholarship holder, Tennyson Neville, has had a very busy and successful year. He featured as a vocal 

ensemble singer in Southern Stars and was selected to audition for the second round of the talent 

development program in voice , 2020; performed as part of the Schools Spectacular choir; was a soloist at 

the South Coast Music Camp; and performed on guitar and in the Sydney Boy’s Vocal Program choir. 

3. CONCERTS AND EVENTS 

As a result of funding received through the Regional Conservatorium Grants Program, Young Regional School 

of Music has been able to provide the local community access to affordable, high-calibre performances. The 

Bruce Mathiske concert and masterclass were well-received. Professional percussionist, Andrew Hewitt, gave 

an inspiring performance and valuable masterclass early in 2020. Collister & Fix performed their special blend 

of pop/folk/rock songs just prior to the suspension of our concert program due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

In 2019, students were given the opportunity to perform at 12 student concerts in a variety of formats. As we 

continue to adapt to the restrictions imposed by COVID-19, pre-recorded and live streamed concerts are 

proving to be successful avenues for showcasing student achievement and reaching the wider YRSM 

community. 

Under the tutelage of Emily Calvert (Brooker), 

Young Regional School of Music presented 

three sold-out performances of Beauty and 

the Beast Jr. This production involved 4 YRSM 

staff members, 60 students and numerous 

parents.  

The Young Regional School of Music teaching 

staff have performed as soloists and 

ensemble members at a number of YRSM and 

community events across the year. These 

have included John Willems’ superb 

performance of Pictures at an Exhibition; 

regular performances at Mount St Joseph’s 

Aged Care Facility and at Young Library’s Take 

Five on Fridays, a weekly half-hour lunchtime 

concert; and the piano tutors’ online concert; 

Twinkle on the Keys. The ensemble, Red 

Cherry Jazz, conducted by tutor Leisa 

Dunford, performed at the Young Show, and 

provided entertainment for the Cherry 

Blossom Long Lunch. 

A Carols by Choirs concert held at St Mary’s Catholic Church, Young, in early December was led by tutors Mark 

Brooker and Emily Brooker, and included performances by a the YRSM Junior Choir, St Mary’s Primary School 

Choir, and choirs from Temora West and Jugiong Public Schools. A Combined Churches Men’s Vocal Group 

and a Combined Brass Group with players from Cootamundra, Temora and Young Town Bands and YRSM 

exemplify the YRSM’s community outreach. Both of these groups were conducted by Mark Brooker. 

A very successful Finale concert was held in November, 2019, with more than 300 students, family members, 

staff, Board members and dignitaries in attendance.  
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4. PARTNERSHIPS AND PROFILE 

Partnerships 

Young Regional School of Music maintained and developed important partnerships with over 20 schools and 

pre-schools across the region, as noted in preceding sections of the report.  

Young Regional School of Music partnered with the Australian Music Examinations Board to provide facilities 

for AMEB exams, as a centre open to music students from across the region, and to deliver the AMEB Syllabus 

to instrumental, vocal and drama students. In 2020, AMEB has provided valuable advice regarding COVID-19 

and online teaching, in-servicing teacher via webcasts. 

Partnering in presentations such as Carols by Choirs and performing at events such as the Young Show provides 

Young Regional School of Music with valuable publicity and marketing opportunities. This is particularly true 

when partnerships with schools are involved, for example the partnership with Murringo Public School and 

the Department of Education’s Arts Unit as described in relation to the 2019 Schools Spectacular. 

 

Young Regional School of Music maintained its membership of the Association of NSW Regional 

Conservatoriums, and entered into a triennial Funding Agreement with the Department of Education’s 

Regional Conservatoriums Grants Program, beginning in July 2019. 

Profile 

Digital media has proven to be the most effective means of promoting Young Regional School of Music’s work; 

communication with students, families and other stakeholders; and raising the profile of the organisation. The 

Facebook page has over 800 followers, and is, therefore, an important part of the school’s profile. The YRSM 

website was revamped in Term Two, 2020, with improvements made to graphics and layout. The website and 

Facebook page are monitored and moderated by Kellie Roberts. 

The Young Regional School of Music YouTube channel has been utilised more often and more effectively in 

the latter part of the year due to COVID-19 restrictions. Some staff and student concerts have been viewed 

more than 200 times. Because there is potential for increased audience numbers via digital video performance, 

online concerts may well be worth continuing into the future. 

5. HUMAN RESOURCES 

In Term Three, 2019, Young Regional School of Music welcomed new staff members Kate Harpley (guitar) and 

Ingrid Owens (piano) to the teaching team. Amanda Isbester, in conjunction with her accompanist duties, 

began a piano teaching schedule after the school farewelled Emily Lysaght. Hovert Gonzales stepped away 

from teaching duties at the end of Term 4 and his studio was taken on by new tutor Damien Foley. The 

onslaught of COVID-19 saw the resignation of tutors Julie Pendlebury, Penny Ricketts and Damien Foley.  



7 
 

In December 2019, Administration Manager, Denise Clements, resigned from her position. Denise was 

employed at YRSM for more than 7 years and contributed a great deal to all aspects of the school, particularly 

in the area of technology. Jackie Hudson was engaged as the new administration manager in January, 2020. 

Staff have been trained in First Aid, retrained in the revised Child Protection Code of Conduct and have taken 

part in a workshop day regarding Cognitive Skills for Artistic Performance for Music Educators. Several staff 

members have engaged in individual professional development activities to improve their skills and technique 

on particular instruments, reflecting their dedication to the school and to their craft. 

Young Regional School of Music is appreciative of the contribution made by each staff member, their 

dedication to music and their loyalty to the school and its aims. 

6. FUNDING AND SPONSORSHIP 

Funding 

Our major funding is sourced from the NSW Department of Education through the Regional Conservatorium 

Grants Program. This funding allows us to connect to schools, students, teachers and community members 

in regional and rural areas providing them with a wide range of music education, training, performance and 

engagement opportunities.  2019-2020 was the first year of our current triennial Funding Agreement. The 

Association of NSW Regional Conservatoriums continues to advocate for increased operational and 

infrastructure funding in order to meet increases in Key Performance Measures as outlined in the Funding 

Agreement. 

In May, 2020, the Regional Conservatorium Grants Program provided an additional $6500 to assist the 

school with online delivery of lessons during the pandemic. 

Sponsors 

Young Regional School of Music is grateful to the supportive sponsors who continue to contribute to 

scholarships and programs from year to year.  These include the Young Lions Club; South West Slopes Credit 

Union; SupaIGA; Young Eyes; Rotary Murrumburrah-Harden; Young Arts and Crafts; Young Services Club; 

YES Embroidery and Connelly’s Office National. These sponsors remain committed in their support of the 

work carried out by Young Regional School of Music.  

7. GOVERNANCE AND OPERATIONS 

The Board 

The Annual General Meeting of the Young Regional School of Music was held on Thursday 19th September, 

2019. Throughout the financial year, the Board conducted regular meetings to oversee and guide the strategic 

direction of the school. The Board has focused on reviewing several YRSM policies and the YRSM Strategic 

Plan, and has provided sound advice and assisted with management of the school’s responses to the COVID-

19 crisis. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Sharon Richens   

Vice-Chair Jane Worner 

Secretary Mary Dodd 

Treasurer Tim Findlay 

Director Fleur Le Mesurier 

Director Simon Hobson 

Director Jane Reid 
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Anita Cakalic & Richard Schulz both stood down from board positions during the 2019-2020 Board tenure. The 

continued support of and service to Young Regional School of Music by the Board is gratefully acknowledged. 

The Chief Executive Officer attended the November Conference of the Association of NSW Regional 

Conservatoriums in November 2019. The conference, held at Tamworth Regional Conservatorium brought 

together Heads of Agency from across the state to consider and discuss current developments in music 

education; plan future projects and advocacy strategies; and evaluate progress of the current Strategic Plan. 

The May Conference of the Association of NSW Regional Conservatoriums was cancelled due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

8. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The 2019-2020 Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report will be found at the end of the document. 

The Financial Statements show a profit of $70,280. Decreases in teaching income due to the COVID-19 

pandemic have been offset by related government subsidies, leaving Young Regional School of Music in a 

secure financial position moving into the new financial year. 

 

 

 

Dr Wendy Brooks    Ms Sharon Richens     

CEO      Chair 

 

 

 




